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to do as he likes, so long as he does not break any
definite law. But our freedom also depends upon
certain less easily defined traditions of liberty. Two of
these may be specified because they run directly counter
to the ideas which are fostered by some other forms of
government. One is our inherent distrust of officials
and officialdom: there is probably no civilized country
where the official as such receives so little respect as in
Britain, and certainly no place where such a jealous eye
is kept upon the limits of his powers. Consider, for
instance, the indignation which is so quickly aroused
in Parliament if an over-zealous police officer proves
to have arrested an innocent person by mistake. The
other and larger tradition, of which we shall have
more to say later, is our national habit of tolerating
the opinions of a minority with which we happen to
disagree. This habit, measured by an absolute standard,
has probably lost some of its force in recent years—
but not by comparison with the intolerance of our
Continental neighbours, faced as they still are with
circumstances of greater stress.
But behind all this there remains the fact that we are
a free people primarily because we are a self-governing
people. As it is the main object of this book to try to
explain how this self-government works, we need say
little about it now. But it is important to remember
that the British Parliament, freely elected by the people,
itself has freedom to do anything. The Parliaments of
many other countries, like the United States Congress,
have only restricted powers: there are certain constitu-
tional laws, or certain treaties among the different races
out of which the country is formed, which Parliament
cannot alter. Thus in pre-war France a special session
had to be held at Versailles to alter any article in the

